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Participation by all  

parties (victim, offender, 

etc.) must be voluntary. 
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What is Restorative Justice ?  

2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏȤ

ÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÍ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÒÉÍÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÆȤ

ÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ /ÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÁÌ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÉÎȟ Á ÈÅÁÌȤ

ÉÎÇ ÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÉÓ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÅÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒȤ

ÔÉÅÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ ɀ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȟ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ɀ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ  

4ÈÅ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÒÅ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ 

ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÉÔÙȢ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ÅÎÇÁÇÅȤ

ÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ )Ô ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÐÁȤ

ÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÉÒÃÌÅȟ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ 

ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÁÎ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔȢ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 

ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÇÒÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÁÉÒ 

ÈÁÒÍÓ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ 

ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÐÈÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔȢ )Æ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÓ ÓÕÃȤ

ÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÉÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÅÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÌÅȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ 

ÃÌÏÓÅÄȢ )Æ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÂÁÃË 

ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙȢ  

The following are some of the conditions of the  

Agreements made in a circle:  

Volunteering in the community 

Assisting Elders 

Apologies 

Restitution  

Written or verbal apology 

Attending presentations 

Attendance at school 

Testimonies, sharing of stories to provide a teaching 

Attending a treatment program/self-help program 

What to consider  

Has someone been harmed? 

Is there a need to repair the harm? 

Has the offender admitted  

responsibility? 

Could this cause further harm? 

Does the victim want this process? 

who can refer  

Referrals can come from anywhere  

 

Court & Crown Attorneys 

Police Officers 

Probation Officers 

Chief and Council 

Principals & Teachers 

Community Resource Workers 

Parents & Individuals 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 



The Circle  

What is Restorative Justice ?  Continued   
 

2ÅÆÅÒÒÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Î ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÈÁÓ 

ÂÅÅÎ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȤ

ÈÏÏÄ ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÁÎÃÅÓȟ ×ÏÒËÐÌÁÃÅ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÁÓÓÍÅÎÔȢ  )Î ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȟ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÓ 

ÁÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅȟ ÂÕÌÌÙÉÎÇȟ ÔÒÕÁÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÁÓÓÍÅÎÔȢ  

Ȣ 

§ 4ÈÅÆÔ 
§ !ÓÓÁÕÌÔ 
§ "ÒÅÁË ÁÎÄ %ÎÔÅÒ 
§ "ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ 
§ "ÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ 
§ -ÉÓÃÈÉÅÆ 
§ #ÏÖÉÄ ρω "#2 )ÎÆÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
§ 2ÅÐÅÔÉÔÉÖÅ 7ÁÒÎÉÎÇÓ  

 
4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 

Á ÖÏÉÃÅȟ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ 7Å ×ÁÎÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÃȤ

ÃÅÓÓ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓÅÌÆ-ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÄÅÃÉȤ

ÓÉÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȟ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ×ÏÒËÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÃÈÁÎÇȤ

ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÄÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÓ ÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢ 

,ÁÓÔÌÙȟ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ÁÉÍ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÎÏÎ-ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÓÙÓȤ

ÔÅÍÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÌÙ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓȢ 

§ 4ÒÅÓÐÁÓÓ ÔÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 
§ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÔÏØÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
§ )ÍÐÁÉÒÅÄ $ÒÉÖÉÎÇ 
§ &ÁÉÌ ÔÏ #ÏÍÐÌÙ 
§ $ÉÓÔÕÒÂÁÎÃÅÓ 
§ $ÉÓÐÕÔÅÓ 
§ 0ÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ Ǫ 4ÒÁǣÃËÉÎÇ  

Circle Participants  

 

4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÌÅȡ 
 

§ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ 

§ 4ÈÅ ÏǟÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ 

§ +ÅÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏǟÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ 

ÖÉÃÔÉÍ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÔÈ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȟ 

ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒÓ 

§ %ÌÄÅÒÓ Ǫ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 





!ÌÌ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÁÌÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÄÏ×ÎÌÏÁÄÅÄ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ  

 ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÎÁÎÌÅÇÁÌȢÏÎȢÃÁ 

/Ò ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ .!,3# 7ÏÒËÅÒ 



ñIt is important NOT to have 

strict policies on which cases 

can be referred to the  

Pre-Charge  

Restorative Justice Program. 

Each case and all its  

circumstances should be 

thoroughly reviewed to  

determine eligibilityò 

 

 

It is important not to have strict policies on which cases can be referred to 

the pre-charge restorative justice program. Each case and all its circum-

stances should be thoroughly reviewed to determine eligibility.  

Restorative justice is defined as an alternative form of justice that focuses 

on addressing the harm caused by crime while holding the offender re-

sponsible for their actions. In our pre-charge program, we also include cul-

tural healing and traditional resources. A healing circle is done in this pro-

cess, and provides an opportunity for the parties directly affected by the 

crime ï victims, offenders and community members ï to identify and ad-

dress their needs to repair the harm caused by the crime.  

The principles of restorative justice are based on respect, compassion and 

inclusivity. Restorative justice encourages meaningful engagement and 

accountability and provides an opportunity for healing, reparation and rein-

tegration.  

Pre-charge restorative justice means that diversion methods are used be-

fore criminal charges are laid. The process starts with a traditional circle, 

lead by a restorative justice facilitator. While attending the circle it is the 

goal to reach an agreement. Within this agreement, the offender agrees to 

take a course of action to repair harms caused by him/her to the victim. It is 

a up to the offender to put in the effort and dedication needed to uphold the 

agreement. If the offender is successful in meeting the conditions set by 

the circle, then the matter is closed. If the conditions are not met the matter 

is referred back to the referring party for potential charges stemming from 

the offence(s) committed.  

Restorative justices are being used for civil matters, neighborhood disturb-

ances (i.e. Barking dogs, loud music), workplace disputes and harassment. 

In schools, restorative justice circles are being used for serious discipline 

problems like bullying, truancy and harassment. For criminal matters, re-

storative justice circles are most commonly used as a pre-charge diversion 

at the referring partyôs discretion. This process has been used for both 

youth and adults for all types of caseséhere are just a few examples of 

charges referred:  

Theft  

Assault  

Break and Enter  

Breaches  

Bullying  

 Covid 19 Infractions 

Mischief  

who can refer?  

 

Referrals can come from anywhere  

 

Court & Crown Attorneys 

Police Officers 

Probation Officers 

Peace Keepers 

By-Law Officers 

Chief and Council 

Principals & Teachers 

Community Resource Workers 

Parents & Individuals 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Trespass to Property  

Public Intoxication  

Impaired Driving  

Fail to Comply  

Disturbances  

Disputes  

Repetitive Warnings  



(Ï× ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ×ÏÒËȩ  

Through Nishnawbe-Aski Legal Services proven Restorative Justice 

model, Community Youth Justice Workers (CYJWs) will receive youth 

diversions from the courts, police and probation officers in the commu-

nities that they serve.    

 

Once diverted, the CYJWs will begin to plan for a justice circle to take 

place where the youth will be afforded the opportunity to fully under-

stand their behavior and how it has affected those around them in a 

manner that is traditionally and culturally suited to them.    

 

Through the involvement of the victim, offenders and the community, 

the CYJWs will facilitate healing circles towards a resolution that af-

fords reparation, healing and successful re-integration while prevent-

ing further harm.  Youth will be held accountable for his/her actions.  

 

This program gives all involved an opportunity to have a voice, to heal, and to grow within themselves and 

their communities. We want people to access further resources from this process as well as develop self-

determination for positive decision making. Through motivation and understanding, Restorative Justice works 

towards changing the mindset of offenders to live more positively and recognize their strengths as individu-

als. Lastly, we also aim to replace ineffective, non-traditional and culturally unsuitable justice systems with 

more culturally appropriate community based healing methods. 
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